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About Kris 

Skills Include: 

Editing, copywriting, podcast and video production, podcast hosting, 
web analytics, social-media strategy, live-event production, artificial 
intelligence, web design, ideation, team management, critical 
thinking and thriving on deadlines.

Award-winning journalist and editor Kris Wernowsky has more than 
two decades of experience creating dynamic content across various 
ever-evolving media platforms. They include marketing, advertising, 
journalism, podcasting, video and documentary production, social 
media, and artificial intelligence.

His work overseeing a staff of criminal-justice-focused reporters 
uprooted policing and corrections in Northeast Ohio through deep 
investigations into inhumane jail conditions, police misconduct and 
political corruption. 

Not one to remain in office, he found himself on the frontlines of 
violent civil-rights protests in the wake of high-profile police killings. 
Still, he’s equally comfortable sitting with a small group of creative 
people developing long-term content strategies.

Most recently, he helped produce a series of documentaries on 
potential technological breakthroughs that might help shepherd 
humanity through climate change.

He resides in Cleveland, Ohio, with his partner and their two dogs, 
Trudy and Mabel, but is willing to take on remote work or relocate for 
the right opportunity



Marketing & 
Content Creation





Bayer | Human Activity
A client challenged us to help them reinvent the look and 
tone of how they talk about technology's role in creating a 
sustainable planet. "Human Activity" is a three-part 
docuseries that allowed us to pick the brains of some of the 
most forward-thinking scientists and minds tackling issues 
that include addressing hunger in Africa and developing 
climate-resilient crops that can withstand our changing 
environment. 

I was involved in every aspect of the docuseries' production 
and led the creation of companion web and social content 
with an ever-shrinking budget and tight deadlines. We 
created three remarkable episodes (I was working on the 
fourth when our agency cut positions) that look and feel, 
unlike anything Bayer has ever produced.

Highlighted Skills:
• Screenwriting
• Production
• Casting
• Editing 
• Web/Social Content Creation 

The project also involved creating landing pages and 
social content you can read here:
Episode One: Out of Thin Air
Episode Two: Beneath the Surface
Episode Three: The Weight of Water

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fivF4l_W6eg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=el3ut3lurTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76USSLD-HXc


Web Content
Watch Episode One
Watch Episode Two
Watch Episode Three

Social

https://www.bayer.com/en/sustainability/pulling-fertilizer-out-of-thin-air
https://www.bayer.com/en/sustainability/beneath-the-surface
https://www.bayer.com/en/sustainability/the-weight-of-water




Bayer | Sustainabilities

Notable brands are moving away from discussing climate 
change, instead focusing on how the population can 
adapt to how that planet is changing. "Sustainability" is 
the idea of the moment, and it takes a lot to cut through 
the noise of how brands address the growing consumer 
demand for sustainable products. 

With "Sustainabilities," I developed an almost 
overwhelming amount of content to communicate Bayer's 
pivot toward running a sustainable company while 
highlighting other big ideas transforming everything from 
agriculture to our day-to-day lives. 
What resulted was 100 cards Bayer featured on its 
website and across its various social channels 
(Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram, Reels).

Highlighted Skills:
• Research

• Content writing
• Creative thinking

• Social media storytelling
• Design



Paradowski | A.I.
The agency encouraged us to experiment with A.I., not as a 
way to create less work for ourselves but as companion 
technology that aids in visualizing ideas during 
brainstorming. So I decided to learn how to build A.I. image 
models since, as someone focused on writing, it's often 
helpful to bring ideas to life during pitches. 

What resulted was an idea I planned to pitch to one of our 
major clients. 

Highlighted Skills
• Artificial intelligence (Google Colab, Midjourney, ChatGPT)
• Product development
• Design
• Creative thinking Pets are a $261 billion global industry. The pandemic saw a massive 

surge in pet ownership and adoption rates. This increase marked a 
windfall for veterinarians, groomers, spas, pet hotels, pet toy makers 
and anything that helps illustrate the bond between pets and their 
humans.
FurryTales would capitalize on that bond by creating unique pet 
adventures through AI. Owners submit clear photographs of their pets 
and unique stories and ideas about what kind of adventure they want 
their pets to experience. 
We can then train an AI model to create a personalized storybook 
(through a partnership with a company like Shutterstock) that can be 
cherished for a lifetime. This could easily be something a major pet 
brand could put its name behind. 

FurryTales



Journalism & 
Editing



Cleveland.com | Generation Tamir
The shooting of Tamir Rice in 2014 marked a turning point in my 
then-short career as an editor at Cleveland.com/The Plain Dealer. I 
helped lead a team effort to pivot our publication away from daily 
crime coverage and focus more on criminal and restorative justice, 
civil rights and jail conditions. 
 
My 8-years of overseeing coverage there involved a variety of 
digital storytelling, including breaking news, web writing, editing, 
video and podcast production and classic line editing. 
 
Award-winning criminal justice coverage included:
• The Department of Justice investigation into Cleveland police
• The implementation of an ongoing police reform efforts
• The grand jury investigation into Tamir’s death
• Inhumane conditions in our jail which led to indictments of jail 
leadership
• Riots and the aftermath of violent police activity
• Out-of-control community policing leading to indictments of 
dozens of police
 
Each of those stories has roots in Tamir’s story. 
 
Two remarkable pieces of writing stood out from everything else we 
did. First, a reporter spent weeks with Tamir’s mother and forged 
this powerful story. “America has no dreams for black and brown 
people.” 
 
The second piece, titled “Generation Tamir,” highlighted a group of 
Black teenagers who were Tamir’s age when police shot him. We 
allowed them to speak anonymously, so they were free to be more 
open about how their lives changed after Tamir’s death.

Highlighted Skills:
• Ideation

• Podcasting
• Editing

• Copywriting
• Interviewing

• Story judgment
• Project management 

https://www.cleveland.com/court-justice/2014/12/justice_department_recommends.html
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2015/05/cleveland_consent_decree_provi.html
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2017/01/new_cuyahoga_county_prosecutor_1.html
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2022/01/cuyahoga-county-jail-death-reviews-grossly-lacking-attorney-says.html
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2022/01/cuyahoga-county-jail-death-reviews-grossly-lacking-attorney-says.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2020/07/why-the-truth-about-the-may-30-cleveland-riot-matters-and-why-reporter-cory-shaffer-wont-rest-until-you-have-it.html
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2021/10/why-do-people-run-from-east-cleveland-police-fear-they-say.html
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2021/10/why-do-people-run-from-east-cleveland-police-fear-they-say.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2019/11/america-has-no-dreams-for-black-and-brown-people-samaria-rices-continuing-journey-5-years-after-police-killed-her-son-tamir.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2019/11/america-has-no-dreams-for-black-and-brown-people-samaria-rices-continuing-journey-5-years-after-police-killed-her-son-tamir.html
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2019/11/generation-tamir-how-a-cleveland-police-killing-forever-changed-teens-views-of-cops.html


Cleveland.com | King Kennedy
“You guys are just killing us” — King Kennedy teen

Years after Tamir’s death, a group of children from a local 
Boys & Girls Club near a major public housing development 
watched housing police shoot and kill a young man they 
looked up to named Arthur Keith. 

The story echoed the Tamir shooting, including that a grand 
jury declined to bring charges against the police involved in 
the killing.

By now, I was part of a daily podcast, “Today in Ohio,” and I 
convinced a reporter to create this remarkable bonus 
episode that captured the haunting reality of violence and 
police harassment children in this community confront 
almost daily.

Highlighted Skills:
• Ideation

• Podcasting
• Editing

• Copywriting
• Interviewing

• Story judgment
• Project management 

https://www.cleveland.com/news/2021/03/you-guys-are-just-killing-us-the-children-of-king-kennedy-recount-of-trauma-of-seeing-arthur-keith-killed-by-cop-this-week-in-the-cle-bonus-episode.html
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/this-week-in-the-cle-bonus-episode-march-27-2021/id1460340663?i=1000514618445
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/this-week-in-the-cle-bonus-episode-march-27-2021/id1460340663?i=1000514618445


Cleveland.com | Award-Winning East Cleveland Project

The Cleveland suburb of East Cleveland (it’s confusing, but yes, that is the official name of a different city) has a 
problem with police chases. Unfortunately, the city has a lot of problems. You might remember it from season 2 of the 
popular “Serial” podcast, where many of the stories my staff covered over the years found their way onto the national 
stage. 
 
After all that national attention went away, things got worse. Over several weeks, I started to notice a pattern. Police 
undertook a staggering number of high-speed chases that often ended in crashes several communities away. We 
looked at the data and discovered many chases over minor traffic violations, and the police had lost so much public 
confidence that people refused to stop. This series won us a second-place award from the Associated Press 
Managing Editors organization.

Highlighted Skills:
• Ideation

• Podcasting
• Editing

• Copywriting
• Interviewing

• Story judgment
• Project management 

http://ohioapme.com/httpswwwdropboxcomsu9gnoxxhchdzhb8202120random20order20newspaper20211pdfdl0/
http://ohioapme.com/httpswwwdropboxcomsu9gnoxxhchdzhb8202120random20order20newspaper20211pdfdl0/


Cleveland.com | Restorative Justice/Radiolab

One area where I challenged traditional thinking in 
newsrooms was through Cleveland.com/The Plain Dealer's 
introduction of restorative justice efforts to our work.
 
I had a heavy hand in Cleveland.com/The Plain Dealer's 
policies enacting a Right to be Forgotten and discontinuing 
the use of criminal mugshots. Both efforts were met with 
skepticism by the broader journalism community, and some 
of those criticisms are perfectly valid.

But doing so helped us restore some confidence in a part of 
our readership whose concerns are often overlooked by 
community leaders, news organizations and police. 
Here is a sampling of some of the national attention our 
initiatives received:

 
Radiolab
WNYC
Columbia Journalism Review
NPR
The Washington Post

https://www.cleveland.com/news/2020/12/our-right-to-be-forgotten-policy-is-about-to-help-a-whole-lot-more-people-thanks-to-google.html
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab/articles/radiolab-right-be-forgotten
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/takeaway/segments/local-news-rethinks-mugshots
https://www.cjr.org/special_report/right-to-be-forgotten.php
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/23/970239121/from-cleveland-to-boston-newsrooms-revisit-old-stories-to-offer-a-fresh-start
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/media/old-arrest-boston-globe-fresh-start/2021/01/22/122cbd0c-5cd1-11eb-b8bd-ee36b1cd18bf_story.html


Cleveland.com | Politics
I became politics editor in my last year at Cleveland.com/The Plain Dealer. Doing so 

required managing coverage of the culture-war-heavy 2022 GOP U.S. Senate 

primary that eventually saw J.D. Vance emerge victorious.

Reporter Andrew Tobias won an award for covering a $60 million energy scandal 

that led to the Ohio House speaker’s indictment and eventual conviction. He also 

became a statewide leader in his in-depth coverage of the legislative redistricting 

process that allowed the state GOP to assume a supermajority.  

 

Reporter Laura Hancock’s coverage of the contentious battle over the fate of public 

education uncovered a little-noticed plan by the governor to gerrymander the state 

school board district, and her attention to the board’s hiring process revealed that 

the man in charge of hiring the new state superintendent ensured he would get the 

position. He resigned after 11 days.

 

As statehouse editor, I was also responsible for writing, editing and publishing a 

daily email newsletter called Capitol Letter, which more than 30,000 people across 

the state, including most of the political class, read first thing every morning.

Highlighted Skills:
• Ideation

• Podcasting
• Editing

• Copywriting
• Interviewing

• Story judgment
• Project management

• Newsletter management
• Public relations 

https://www.cleveland.com/news/2022/09/jd-vance-largely-avoids-pivot-to-center-in-ohios-us-senate-race-after-culture-war-heavy-republican-primary.html
https://www.cleveland.com/open/2020/07/ohio-house-speaker-larry-householder-four-others-formally-charged-by-grand-jury-in-60m-bribery-case.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2022/04/republicans-take-victory-lap-after-federal-redistricting-ruling-prospects-unclear-for-future-redistricting-progress.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2022/02/after-anti-racism-debate-in-state-school-board-gov-mike-dewine-sharply-redraws-boundaries.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2022/02/after-anti-racism-debate-in-state-school-board-gov-mike-dewine-sharply-redraws-boundaries.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2022/06/steve-dackin-out-after-11-days-as-ohio-education-chief-capitol-letter.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2022/05/ohios-us-senate-gop-candidates-make-closing-arguments-to-voters-ahead-of-tuesdays-primary-election-capitol-letter.html


Slate | Personal Essay
While the past decade in journalism saw me serve in 

management and editor positions, a friend who 

works at Slate tapped me to develop a long-form 

piece about my father’s untimely death in the wake 

of the high-profile deaths of Kate Spade and Anthony 

Bourdain. It’s one of the more personal things I’ve 

written in my entire career, and it’s something I still 

get the occasional email about.  

https://slate.com/technology/2018/06/lessons-from-my-fathers-suicide-seven-years-ago.html
https://slate.com/technology/2018/06/lessons-from-my-fathers-suicide-seven-years-ago.html


Cleveland.com | Video Editing
Now for some lighter stuff. 
 
They made me a video editor when Facebook convinced mainstream news 
organizations to make the ill-fated “pivot to video.” The job came without a 
mandate, so the videographers and I experimented. One of the most 
successful ventures was exploiting one videographer’s love for the outdoors, 
resulting in a series of evergreen videos highlighting “things to do” around 
Cleveland. 
 
You can check out his outdoor videos here; his videos of some of the 
region’s major attractions here; his ongoing documentation of every bike trail 
in the region right here, and his fun retro videos that mine the region’s 
nostalgia with everything from shuttered theme parks to long closed 
shopping malls, found here. 
 
It helped launch the sports broadcasting career of a friend and former fellow 
comedian. We discontinued the Gray Skies & Brown Mustard series 
because of the pandemic and because he took a job with Barstool Sports.
 
One odd idea that never really took off, but I could not go without 
mentioning, is my friend Zachariah’s strange talking baseball hat-comedian 
named Sticky T. He now co-hosts a B-movie horror show on one of the local 
TV affiliates, and it’s garnered a lot of national attention.  

Highlighted Skills:
• Ideation

• Adobe Creative Suite
• Video Editing

• Headline writing
• SEO

• Team management
• Project planning

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPyb4fiSl8GspmdCgNwCLc1v-YaP4Gplp
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPyb4fiSl8GsZOaXob7UcsnwEJCBv4U8A
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPyb4fiSl8GuATiFq_iG9XjzFk0p9B5tc
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPyb4fiSl8GvFkwn5X27ON3c46ayazv_c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uogTGTG7RE8&list=PLPyb4fiSl8Gtc_i7kN5xRUE9LYKxourv1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkEwFKngdn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkEwFKngdn0
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/30/arts/television/halloween-tv.html


Event Production



Flyover Comedy Festival | Co-Founder
A client challenged us to help them reinvent the look and 
tone of how they talk about technology’s role in adapting 
and confronting the changing climate. 

Co-founding St. Louis’ first comedy festival pulled from every corner of 
my skill set. Dubbed the Flyover Comedy Festival, it also required 
learning about running a non-profit, grant writing, marketing a 
successful venture and finding a group of talented, driven people and 
directing them into creating something that only gets better every year. I 
had my hand in every aspect of the process, from casting the 
headliners, parsing through submission videos, picking the name, 
helping select the logo, figuring out what merchandise to produce and 
how to actively promote a multi-day event before, during and after it’s 
over.

Highlighted Skills:
• Ideation
• Creative criticism
• Project management 
• Social media curation
• Event production
• Budget management
• Design
• Grant writing 
• Public relations 

https://www.flyovercomedyfest.com/


Sorry, Please Continue | Creator

Founded in 2012, Sorry, Please Continue is the 
longest-running stage show in St. Louis. The still-active live 
storytelling show/podcast is a simple premise: Four 
storytellers take on a single topic. Each gets 10 minutes to 
tell their story. The catch: Three comedians sit on stage and 
interrupt storytellers by asking questions and making jokes. 
We featured everything from ordinary people to performers 
who are now household names as we toured the show in 
New York City, Los Angeles, and across the country.

Highlighted Skills:
• Creativity

• Quick thinking
• Good humor
• Promotions

• Booking
• Live event production

• Tour planning

https://sorrypleasecontinue.libsyn.com

